Specification of Providing Services on:

Arrangement and conducting research 
“Assessment of cost-effectiveness of key interventions for HIV and Hepatitis C prevention, as well as approaches for their detection among PWID and MSM”



1. Profile of the purchasing company
								                                 
[bookmark: OLE_LINK26][bookmark: OLE_LINK27]ICF “Alliance for Public Health” (hereinafter – “Alliance”) is a leading professional organization which makes a significant impact on number of epidemics in Ukraine (including HIV/AID and TB) in collaboration with key civil society organizations, Ministry of Health and other state authorities through managing prevention programmes and providing high-quality financial and technical resources to local organizations. 
The Alliance mission is to reduce the spread of infections and mortality, to eliminate the negative impact of epidemics through supporting public response in Ukraine, as well as disseminating effective approaches to prevention and treatment in Eastern Europe and Central Asia.
[bookmark: OLE_LINK51][bookmark: OLE_LINK52]This purchase is performed within the Programme “Gain momentum in reducing TB/HIV burden through forging universal access for timely and quality TB diagnosis and treatment, scaling up evidence-based HIV prevention, diagnosis and treatment, building up resilient and sustainable systems for health” as per Grant Confirmation # 1541 (grant name   UKR-C-AUA) as of December 20, 2017,  concluded between Alliance for Public Health, International Charitable Foundation and the Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria. 


2. Description of the Service

Background information

In the countries of Eastern Europe and Central Asia the development of HIV epidemic continues. In terms of HIV epidemic rates Ukraine ranks second in the region. It is estimated that 240 000 people living with HIV reside in the country. National response to HIV epidemic is focused on prevention programmes among key populations (people who inject drugs – PWID, men who have sex with men – MSM, sex-workers – SW, and those taking antiretroviral treatment). One of the biggest prevention programs in the region is implemented in Ukraine. It is funded mostly by the Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria (GF). However, the current GF grant programme provides for a gradual transition to the provision of prevention programs by the state budget. It is expected that 80% of HIV prevention programmes will be financed from the State budget by 2020. 
In order to continue supporting HIV prevention programs for key populations by the Government of Ukraine, it is important to assess the current level of financing for viral infections response, in particular, HIV, hepatitis C and B, and to identify the cost-effectiveness of these investments. For this purpose, it is useful to conduct modeling and economic analysis related to epidemiological data analysis to assess the impact and cost-effectiveness of key interventions on HIV prevention for PWID and MSM in Ukraine.

2.1. Research methodology

Development of methodology and conduction of the research on cost-effectiveness of key interventions for HIV and hepatitis C prevention, as well as approaches to their detection among PWID and MSM which involves the use of modeling approaches are the Subject for this purchase.

Research Objectives:
1. Make cost-effective analysis of the package of services on HIV and Hepatitis C prevention, as well as approaches to HIV and Hepatitis C cases detection among PWID and MSM.
2. Develop approaches to calculating efficient coverage by HIV and Hepatitis C prevention for clients with different sociodemographic profiles and various entry points to the health care system.
3. Calculate cost ratios to the standard prevention package for prevention service providers.
4. Strengthen the country's capacity to conduct assessment on cost-effectiveness.
5. Prioritize services for HIV and Hepatitis C prevention.

Research stages:
1. Conduct desk-review on available estimates of intervention costs.
2. Develop research protocol for cost-effectiveness of key interventions in cooperation with the national Alliance team.
3. Conduct the research.
4. Develop a report by the research results, providing recommendations to the State Facility “Center for Public Health” and other facilities that participate decision making process related to public health programs’ funding.
5. Present research results at international conferences, prepare publications for peer-reviewed scientific journals.
The research methodology should take into account a combination of various factors that have an impact on the effectiveness of key interventions’ implementation related to HIV and Hepatitis C prevention, as well as approaches to their detection among PWID and MSM:
· Standard package of services:
· Condoms distribution;
· Needles and syringes distribution;
· HIV and Hep C testing services; 
· TB counselling; 
· Target health promotion services (including counselling on HCV, STI, drug abuse, healthy behavior).
· Sociodemographic characteristics of service users
· Age;
· Sex;
· Affiliation to key populations (PWID or MSM); 
· Education;
· Level of income.
· Geography and modalities of service provision
· Regions with different levels of HIV burden;
· Geographical accessibility of regions and settlements;
· Various entry point to services (primary health care level, specialized medical facilities, emergency, NGO, outreach and combination of the mentioned above, self-testing, pharmacies, etc).

The developed methodology should provide answers on the effectiveness of interventions for the following indicators:
· number of HIV cases that managed to be prevented;
· number of Hep C and Hep B cases that managed to be prevented;
· number of people who started taking ART for the first time;
· number of people involved into treatment in the early stages of HIV infection;
· number of people who continue treatment after 12 months. 

2.2. Main research results\deliverables:
1. Research Protocol;
2. Trainings on methods of cost-effectiveness analysis and data collection;
3. Calculation of costs of services by disaggregation method (including the factors mentioned above);
4. Report on interventions’ cost-effectiveness calculated by disaggregation method (including the factors mentioned above);
6. Recommendations for the State Facility “Center for Public Health” and the Ministry of Health of Ukraine related to funding and implementation of HIV and Hep C prevention programmes among PWID and MSM, as well as approaches to timely detection of HIV infection;
5. A list of priority services for additionally allocated costs;
6. Improved capacity of the national team in conducting cost-effectiveness analysis;
7. Publication(s) in peer-reviewed scientific journals (recommended);
8. Presentation of results at international conferences (recommended).

Service delivery period: April - December 2019
The research should be completed by December 10, 2019. It should include implementation of results 1-6. Scientific publications could be published within the next two years.


3. [bookmark: OLE_LINK69][bookmark: OLE_LINK70]Organizational requirements
1. Previous experience and expertise in conducting researches similar by structure and objectives; 
2. The experience of making economic analysis in the field of HIV/AIDS performed in countries with concentrated HIV epidemic and, in particular, experience in mathematical modeling of HIV and viral hepatitis epidemics’ development and impact of various interventions to reduce the risk of new viral infections cases. 
3. Availability of publications in peer-reviewed scientific journals will be an advantage.
4. Research team should comprise (or involve) highly qualified specialists (professionals in the field of public health, social sciences, economics, managers, etc.).


4. Key criteria for Bids evaluation

Bid Applications submitted by the bidders will be further assessed for their compliance against the following criteria (listed, starting with the most significant):
· availability of detailed description of methodology and research concept;
· the approach to developing research methodology presented in the Bid is appropriate and consistent with the research objectives;
· previous experience of making economic analysis in the field of HIV/AIDS, as well as mathematical modeling of HIV and viral hepatitis epidemics’ development and impact of various interventions to reduce the risk of new viral infections cases;
· availability of publications in peer-reviewed scientific journals;
· Research team should comprise (or involve) highly qualified specialists (professionals in the field of public health, social sciences, economics, managers, etc.);
· cost of providing services;
· awareness of the topic and research issues.


5. Bid contents

Bid Application contains the following documents:
1. Completed and signed Annexes 1 - 4 for the Specification. 
2. Detailed description of a concept and approaches to methodology development.
3. Proven experience of making economic analysis in the field of HIV/AIDS, as well as mathematical modeling of HIV and viral hepatitis epidemics’ development and impact of various interventions to reduce the risk of new viral infections case (official letter).
4. Information confirmed that a research team comprises (or involve) highly qualified specialists (professionals in the field of public health, social sciences, economics, managers, etc.) – official letter and CV of each research team member.
5. Copies of registration documents.
6. Detailed schedule of organization and conducting research.
7. Other information confirming the ability to complete the research.


6. The procedure for submitting proposals
1. Proposals are accepted from individual entrepreneurs and legal entities.
2. The proposal is made on the letterhead of the organization (if available) in accordance with the application form provided in the Annexes, signed by the authorized official of the participant and sealed (if available).
3. Proposals (a package of documents) shall be presented in a sealed envelope, certified by the signature of the authorized officer of the participant and sealed.
4. The envelope must indicate the full name of the Bidder (name of the applicant, location, contact phone numbers).
5. Terms and address of submission of applications. The original applications for participation in the competition must be submitted on paper to the Alliance no later than 10:00 local time, April 16, 2019.
Address: Alliance of Public Health, ICF
5 Dilova Str, building 10-A, 9th floor
Kyiv, 03150 Ukraine
6. Please note that this procurement is exempt from payment of value added tax on the basis of the requirements of subsection 26, section 2, section XX of the Tax Code of Ukraine, and Article 7 of the Law of Ukraine "On the implementation of the programs of the Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria in Ukraine", No. 4999-VI of June 21, 2012, and the Procedure for Supplying Goods (Excluding Excisable) on the Customs Territory of Ukraine and Provision of Services Payable through Grants (Sub-Grantees) Granted under the Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberucosis and malaria in Ukraine, which are being carried out in accordance with the Law of Ukraine "On Implementation of the Programs of the Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria in Ukraine, approved by the Resolution of the Cabinet of Ministers of Ukraine No. 284 of April 17, 2013. That is, payment for services is carried out without VAT.









[bookmark: _GoBack]
Annex 1 to the Specification of Providing Services on:

Arrangement and conducting research 
“Assessment of cost-effectiveness of key interventions for HIV and Hepatitis C prevention, as well as approaches for their detection among PWID and MSM”

Please complete and sign this form, confirming your agreement with the conditions below.

To: International Charitable Foundation “Alliance for Public Health”

Ladies and/or Gentlemen:
	Having examined the bidding documents, the receipt of which is hereby duly acknowledged, we, the undersigned, offer to provide services on arrangement and conducting research in conformity with the said bidding documents at the prices as mentioned in attached quotation and made part of this Bid.
	We undertake, if our Bid is accepted, to provide the services in accordance with the schedule and requirements specified in the draft-contract (as part of Bidding Documents).
	If our bid is accepted, we undertake to provide a performance security in the form, and amounts, and within the times specified in the Bidding Documents.
	We agree to honour this Bid for the Bid Validity Period specified in the Bidding announcement and it shall remain binding upon us and may be accepted at any time before the expiration of the validity period.
	Until a formal Contract is prepared and executed, this Bid, together with your written acceptance thereof and your notification of award, shall constitute a binding Contract between us.
We understand that you are not bound to accept the lowest or any bid you may receive.
 	We certify/confirm that we have the legal capacity to enter into the contract.






Date: ________________ 20...

			
[signature]	[in the capacity of]

Duly authorized to sign Bid for and on behalf of ________________________________

	
Annex 2 to the Specification of Providing Services on:

Arrangement and conducting research 
“Assessment of cost-effectiveness of key interventions for HIV and Hepatitis C prevention, as well as approaches for their detection among PWID and MSM”

General information


Please complete the table below:

	1.
	Full name of the company:
	

	2.
	Company legal address:
	

	3.
	Company actual address:
	

	4.
	Head of the company: position, name
	

	5.
	Contact phone number of the head of the company 
	

	6.
	Contact person on Bid submission:
	

	7.
	Contact person’s phone number:
	

	8.
	Email
	






Date: ________________ 20... 


			
[signature]	[in the capacity of]

Duly authorized to sign Bid for and on behalf of


Annex 3 to the Specification of Providing Services on:

Arrangement and conducting research 
“Assessment of cost-effectiveness of key interventions for HIV and Hepatitis C prevention, as well as approaches for their detection among PWID and MSM”


Please complete the table below as confirmation of fulfilling the requirements of the specification.

	№
	Specification criteria
	Confirmation on meeting criteria or declaration of discrepancy to the criteria. Comments

	1. 
	Ability to render services in full in accordance with criteria described in clause 2.1 to the Specification.
	

	2. 
	Previous experience and expertise in conducting researches similar by structure and objectives
	

	3. 
	Detailed description of a concept and approaches to methodology development. 
	

	4. 
	Information confirmed that a research team comprises (or involve) highly qualified specialists (professionals in the field of public health, social sciences, economics, managers, etc.).
	

	5.
	Proven experience of making economic analysis in the field of HIV/AIDS, as well as mathematical modeling of HIV and viral hepatitis epidemics’ development and impact of various interventions to reduce the risk of new viral infections cases.
	





Date: ________________ 20... 


			
[signature]	[in the capacity of]

Duly authorized to sign Bid for and on behalf of
	

Annex 4 to the Specification of Providing Services on:

Arrangement and conducting research 
“Assessment of cost-effectiveness of key interventions for HIV and Hepatitis C prevention, as well as approaches for their detection among PWID and MSM”

Quotation

Quotation (Annex 4.1, Excel-file «Budget_template»)
Please indicate in the corresponding cells the cost of service in accordance with clause 2.1 of the Specification. Please note that specified costs should include price for all specific stages in accordance with the clause 2.1 to the Specification, as well as any related expenses, payments and taxes. If there is a need to add other types of work not listed in the table, do it in separate lines and justify their need in the "Comments". Name the file and add it to the bidding package.






Date: ________________ 20...


			
[signature]	[in the capacity of]

Duly authorized to sign Bid for and on behalf of


